Abstract:
INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this study was to provide preliminary evidence on the internal validity of 141 an assessment that presents reading as an occupation and measures children's reading 142 participation. The assessment is called the Inventory of Reading Occupations (IRO; Grajo, <Insert Table 1> 145
METHODS

146
Instrument
147
The IRO is a two-part interview and self-report assessment that identifies (1) readers. The IRO focuses on participation in reading rather than evaluating reading skills as avoidance, dislike, low self-esteem, and decreased perception of competence which may result in 163 decreased engagement in meaningful reading tasks. By measuring a child's frequency of reading 164 participation, perception of mastery of reading a variety of materials and how much a child likes 165 reading a material, the IRO might be useful in providing insights to help investigate whether 166 decreased reading participation may be related to an actual reading skill difficulty.
167
The contents of the IRO were developed after interviews and classroom observations of The IRO has two parts. The first part contains 17 categories of reading materials.
183
Under each reading category are six questions that define dimensions of reading participation: 184 preference, mastery, frequency, contexts and environments, social supports, and availability of resources (see Table 1 The children recruited by study liaisons were a combination of children attending private 200 and public schools. To be included in the study, the children needed to be enrolled in The data were entered in a spreadsheet and exported to FACETS version 3.71. did not have a score sheet or a process of totaling scores to identify specific reading profiles.
267
The raw data was comprised of over 35,000 data points. After a series of consultations with
268
Rasch experts from the University of Illinois-Chicago, the data files (student ability, reading Table 3 
375
The results of the Rasch analyses also provided insights on how to modify the tool to can potentially respond to a gap in reading assessment and intervention literature.
Implications for OT Research
414
The IRO supports the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) and American 
